
 

Aten�on: Fitzroy-Derby water planning team 

FITZROY RIVER – DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN  
Recfishwest welcomes the opportunity to provide comment on the Consulta�on dra� – Fitzroy-Derby 
water resources management plan: policy and guidance. Recfishwest as the recognised peak body for 
recrea�onal fishing represents the interests of the one-third of West Australians who go fishing each year.  
 
Recfishwest is a not-for-profit community-based organisa�on that places the highest priority on preserving 
the marine environment and safeguarding the future of recrea�onal fishing experiences for all. These 
experiences are reliant on con�nued access, healthy habitats and abundant fish stocks. In addi�on to its 
many health and wellbeing benefits, recrea�onal fishing contributes $2.4 billion to the WA economy each 
year, supports 9,830 full-�me jobs and serves as a vital economic driver for many regional centres across 
the state including through fishing along the Fitzroy River and into King Sound.  
 
Overview 
The dra� Fitzroy River Management Plan reflects several important improvements compared to earlier 
consulta�on, including a strong commitment to protec�ng the river as a free-flowing system, no further 
take of surface water, a precau�onary approach to water alloca�on, and recogni�on of the river’s 
significant environmental and social values. While these high-level posi�ons align with key concerns 
previously raised by Recfishwest, the dra� plan does not adequately translate these improvements into 
specific protec�ons for fish stocks, fisheries produc�vity, or recrea�onal fishing experiences.  
 
The dra� plan also recognises that groundwater could support future developments; however, it does not 
adequately capture the importance of groundwater for fish popula�ons. During the dry season 
groundwater maintains river flows, permanent pools, wetlands and springs that provide cri�cal habitat for 
barramundi and many other na�ve fish. These habitats also underpin the outstanding recrea�onal and 
cultural fishing experiences for which the Fitzroy River is renowned. It is important future groundwater 
alloca�on decisions recognise that groundwater is essen�al to maintaining the health of the Fitzroy River. 
 
These gaps in the dra� plan are significant given the Fitzroy River’s importance as one of Australia’s 
premier wilderness recrea�onal fishing systems. While the dra� plan reflects a precau�onary, protec�on-
first approach, it largely omits fishing-specific outcomes, which were central to our previous submission. 
 
Key Gaps and Recommenda�ons 

1. Absence of a fisheries objec�ve 
The dra� plan does not include an explicit objec�ve recognising fisheries values, fish stocks, or recrea�onal 
fishing. Recfishwest recommends the addi�on of a specific objec�ve such as: “Protect and enhance fish 
populations and recreational fishing experiences supported by the Fitzroy River system.” Furthermore, 
Recfishwest recommends a fisheries scien�st should be appointed to the proposed Water Advisory 
Commitee to ensure a fisheries objec�ve is appropriately evaluated. 
 

2. Lack of a link between flow regimes and fish recruitment 
While environmental flows are recognised, there is no explicit linkage between these flows and fish 
recruitment (e.g. barramundi) or a linkage to floodplain produc�vity, which also supports healthy fish 
stocks along the river system. Recfishwest recommend including explicit provisions requiring flow regimes 
to maintain recruitment processes for key species, supported by monitoring and research. 






